A quantitative microwell assay for chondrocyte cell adhesion.
An assay for measuring the quantity of live articular chondrocytes attached to a substratum in microwell plates was established by measuring the absorbance of the blue formazan product generated from the dye 3-(4,5-dimethylthiazol-2-yl)-2,5-dypenyl tetrazolium bromide (MTT). Blue formazan production was optimal at an MTT concentration of 1 mg/ml (100 microliters per microwell) and an incubation period of 3 h. The absorbance of the dye was linearly related to the quantity of cells added per microwell. The number of live chondrocytes attached to adhesive proteins can be quantitated using this technique.